NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE, SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 1875—QUADRUPLE SHEET.

- ]

pr—

THE NEW TRIBUNE.

s
OPENING OF THE GREAT BUILDING.
THE FINEST NEWBPAPER OFFICES IN AMERICA.
THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS IN ARCHITECTURE AND
FRINBING—FULL DESCRIFTION OF THE ESTAD-

LIEAIMENT

To-day, on #he 34th anniversary of its establish-
ment, THE TRIDUNE is issued from its new building.
It was on Saturday, the 10thof April, 1841, that the
first number of “A New Morning Journal of Politics,
Literatare, and General Intelligence ™ was published
by Horace Greeley, at No. 30 Ann street. The
building in which the birth of the paper took
place in still standing, between Nassau and William
streets, and forms part of the paint warchouse of F.
W. Devoe & Co., being now numbered 44, Winches-
ter, the publisher of The Naw World, occupied one
or two floors of it, und the quarters reserved for
Tur TrinUNE were modest and narrow, though de-
cent enough in that day of small things. Two
flat presses, each capable of taking 3,000 impressions
an hour, sufficed for a beginning, Newspapers then
used to go to press at midnight, and keep the ma-
ehinery ranning till 6 o’clock in the morming, and if
they were then prepared to issue an edition of 10,000
sopics, they wpre well satisfied with the night's

work.

The first task which Mr. Greeley set himself was
to print mail advices from Washington only one
day old—that was long before the invention of the
telegraph—and when he accomplished it he boasted
joyfully over his competitors. He has left, in
bis * Recollections of a Busy Life,” a curions
of the eventful night
when he watched the launching of lis
terprise, and the misgivings with wliich he
put it upon the streets on the severcst morn-
ing of the year. *“The sleety atunosphere,
the leaden sky, the unseasonable wintriness, the
general gloom of that stormy day, which witueased
the grand though mournful pageant whereby our
city commemorated the blighting of a nation's
hopes in the most untimelv death of President
Harrison, were not inaptly miniatured in my
own prospocts and fortunes,” The entire capital
erbarked in the venture was ouly a thousand dol-
lars—of borrowed monev—but to Horace Greeley at
that time a thousand dollurs was a great sum. Five
hundred subscribers had been obtained in advance.
Of the first edition 5,000 copies were printed, * und
{ nearly succecded,” says Mr. Greeley, “in giving
gwav all of them that wonld not sell” I was a
little paper of four pages, containing altogether uo
more matter than is put apon a single leaf of THE
Trmose of to-lay, and it was sold for one cont.
The entire receipts of the first week were only §02,
and the eurrent expenses were $4235,

In the days almost  all of
writing, compiling—and of

record of the anxieties

en-

work
often

the
very

wliting,

collecting news—was done by Mr. Greeley and lis
assistant, Henry J. Haymond, the late George M.
Snow taking charge of the finnncinl colnmn, Of others
who shared in the proparation of the first number of

Tue Twmnvxe, two survive and render it valuable |

and faithful servies to-day—Thomas N. Rooker, the
foreman of the composing room,and Patrick O'Rourke,
We shall not repeat the oft-told
The as-

the head engineer,

story of the varly life of Tue TrRiBUNE

tonishing industry and eourageons enthusiasm of its |

proprietor carried it trinmplantly through the difti-
oultics which beset the first vears of all new journals,
snd though it wus often poor and the editor and his
assistants were compelled to perform an enormous
amount of work, it suceess was never doubtful
after the first two or three days. In six weeks its

circulation rose from 500 to 11,000: and then it |

was announced, with an air of complacency at
which the moderu printer will be tempted to
emile, that the editor found it necessary to buy
n new press capable of printing 3,500 copies an
hour. Well might Mr. Greeley say that Tue
Tripune of 1841 was only the germ of whot
be meant to make it; for the paper this moru-
ing is eight times as large as its first nume
ber, and the newest of its four presses (s cupable
of printing 16,000 copies an hour on both sides of

the sheet simultancously—that is to say, of takiog |

S2,000 nnpiressions,

Though it geners'ly fought with the minority
was often at war with a prejudiced
opinion, the upward
the  pugwer never  seriously  imipeeded,
the brst determined attempt 10 break it down
was one of the tirst incudents that gave an impetos
to its circnlation. When it was only o few deys old,
the owners of it= cliet rival, The Sum, entered into &
conspiracy with theirown newshboys toflog any urchin
Hing Tur Tuisvse in the streets—a despe-
rate and blomdy resolve, 1o the fultilhoent of which
the editorial fists of the late Moses Deach hiw-
sclf are said to have played s vigorous part. Pre-
posteroms as such a condlict sevins at this distance of
time, it was an event of public interest in 1841,
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and it brought Tie TmisUSE o great many new sub- |

seribers.  Perliaps at some future day a generation

J

stil] wiser than oars will look back with equal amnse- |
ment upon the greater dangers of 1842, when the |

oilice was put Iin u state o
ttack from =Sixth Ward rutlians, and of 1563
when it was captured and set on fire by a furious
mwob during the anti-draft rots,

Tue Trisvse moved from Ann street 10 its present
cornerin 1842, taking possession of a buildingereeted
by Mr. Thowmpson 'rice, the father-in-daw of Mr.
Greeley's business partoer, Thowas McElrath.
the Bth of February, 1545, that building was totally
destroyed by fire, and Toe Trinese returned fora few
monthis to its old quarters in
promptly on the morning after the catastrophe, The
five-story brick building which rose from the ruins
in the course of the Spring was a wmarvel of cou-
venience for its day, aud when a fire-prool structure

ened

50 feet sqpuare was added to it on the Spruce street |

side, in 1857, people came to look at it with almost

f defense to repel a threat-

On |

Aun streef, appearing

|

as much curiosity ws they now mamifest in the im- |

posinrg pile of which we take possession towlay.
two-thirds of & centary The Tribune

was one of the most uvotable  lundumavks of

Fuor
Building |

New-York; and it was not without a pung of
regret that the conductors aud old friends of |
the paper at lust watched its  disappearance, |

The noblest and most valuable part of Horuce Gree-
ley's work was dove nnder 118 roof, and it figuied
promineutly in the history of the great sovial
political revolution which culminated 1 the war of
emancipation. For the space of & generation it was

and |

a center of moral and iutellectual influences which |

bave lefl a permanent impress upon the American
poople. It stairs were worn with the feet of men
whom the future historian of this congtry will place
among the venerable figures in the most eritical
period of the development of the Awerican Repub
bie ; and it was inseparably associated with
progress of American scholarship and culture sl
enterprise.  Long before his death, Horuce Greeley
saw the realization of his chief ambition assured,
and knew that she unpretending brick buailding oun
Printiug House Square wis certain to be a conspicu-
ous tigure i the records of his native land.

During the last yeurs of his life the paper rapolly
outgrew these wodest guarters, and preparations
were made for putting up » new structore.  Two ad-
joining houses were purchased on Nussau strect,
wud & part of the carnings of the concern was
put seide every year ss a contribution toward
a buildivg fund. In the Spring of 1873 a further
purchase was made of property on  Frankfort
street, 80 a8 to give Tue Trisuse s frontage
on three streets. Then the entire business of the

the |

paper was moved into the fire-proof building on |
Spruce street, snd the demolition of the old Tribune |
Building, which had so long been s familiar sight | o part of the time a8 many os 800 men have
frowm the City Hall Park, began on the 17th | been employed, and at the busiest seasons the work
of May, 1873, The work of tearing down was | has gone on night and day. We are thos enabled

linishied ou the 3lst of May, and the construce

THE TRIBUNES NEW HOME.

Lalf of what The Tribune Building is ultimately to
be—has gone on without interruption ever since.
Its progress has been delayed by the failure of the
granite contractar to comply with the stipu lations of
his agreement, and the extraordinary solidity and
thoroughness of the workmanship have consumed
much more time than was originally supposed to be
As u compensation, however, for the

NECEARBTY.
delay ansing from this latter cause, we
have the satisfaction of knowing that safety

and comfort have never been sacrificed in the
slightest particular for the sake of huste. During

of the

on this anniversary to take possession

tou of the preseut imposing edifico—less than | most thoroughly equipped newspuper oftice in the

world ; and with uew type, new and vastly improved
pruosscs, atd every mechauical facilivy which the in-
genuity of American inventors can devise, we pur-
pose making Tue TriBUNE better than it has ever
been before, and keeping it in the future as it always
has been in the past, ot the van of our couutry's
Progress,

I'he remaining part of our building wil face on
Bpruce und Frankfort streets, and whon the whole in
complotsd we shall have by far the most magnificent
and spacious quarters (8 we hivve now the wost eon-
venient) ever occupied by a publie joarnal.  In the
portion now practically finished, the rooms re-
served for our own use are not as we in-
tend finally to have them (although even as
they are, there is mnothing equal to thewn in
thie country); but Wie rest of the clifice ie complete

in itself, aud the udditions yet to be made will not
disturb it in the slightest degree; it will only be
necessary to open a few walled-up doorways in the

halls.
e
DESCRIPTION OF THE BULLDING.
THE FOUNDATION.

Tue TRIBUNE is fortunate in a site which gives it
an exeellent natural foundation.  The ground hos
been tested for several feet below the foundation, and
fouri to consist, as far as any trial has been made,
of o firm and reqular bed of the best red beach sand.
After this had been excavated and leveled, a solul
bed was laid of concrete, composed of one part
Portland cement, three parts sand, fonr parts clean
white gravel, and five parts stone chips, wixed wet,
spread over the excavation, and ramwed down

in layers of 6 inches to wn entire thickness of
20 inches. This composition hardens rapidly to
the consistency of natural rock, and gives an ab-
solutely vven bearing surface for the wmasoury,
Upon the conerete bed, at o depth of 25 feet below
the curb, the foundation proper was constructed. It
cansista tirst of & continuous row of immense granite
slabs, 16 inches thick, amd wveraging 7 by 9
feet in superticial dimensions, the largest being
about 13 feet wide and weighing over 10 tona
Upon this first course under the great piers (3 on
the front and 2 on Spruce street), and also aloug the
base of the tower walls, there s o second course of
granite slabs, of the same thickness as the first
The foundation walls, 0 feot B inches thick, are
then continued of ftine brick laid in Port-
Jaud cement, with bond stones of granite 10

inches thick, st intervals of 3 feet, np to the
level of the bassment ficor, The front plers are
of Croton pavers’ brick, and the interior walls of
Haverstraw brick, laid in Rosendale cement-mortar,
In fact, no lime whatéver ie used in any part of
the masonry, Portland cement being employed in all
the more important purts of the work and Rosendals
cement in the rest. The masonry consequently be-
comes as firm as solid rock, and grows stronger and
stronger with sge. Not @ brick can be dislodged
from any part of the walls, from cellar to roof, ex-
cept by the slow process of cutting it out.
DIMENSIONS,

The edificg constructed upon this saperb foundas-
tion (we speak always of the part now finished) has
a frontage of 92 feet on Printing House
Square, and of B2 feet on Bpruce street
with a depth of 43 feet, and consista of a sub-car
lar, basement, nine storics, an attic, and a tower
From the beginning of the foundation to the point
of the spire is a distance of 285 foet ; from the cellar
to the top of the roof is 171 feet. The stone dormer
windows at the top of the tower are 200 feet above
the sidewalk, and the finial at the top of the spire is
260 feet from the sidewalk. The following tabls
shows the comparative elevation above the sidewalk
of the highest buildings on Manhattan Island :

Pent
Trinity Chureh spire.........ccocvevennsnnnes.- 258
Tribune Bullding. ....ccccoacencmsnnsennsinnsssss 200
Western Unfon Telegraph.....ccoveviianiienens 230
Grace Church spire.. ....... 218
New Post-Office......oooveann 105
Equitable Insurance Company. .. 165
Mutual Life Insurance Company...............157
Grand Central Hotol......oovieeiesinnviecnensa 143
Graod Hotel .. ...c.ce.. t
Glisey HOUBE....cccoecsssrsrssssssnssnssssssssss 115

To these we add:

Capltol at Washington..... ..28719

Bunker HUl Monument. ......ccconnsemsnmnnnse- 22l
THE FACADE.

The principal part of the fagade, on Nassan and
Spruce streets, is constructed of brick, with window
trimmings (sills and lintels), string courses, copings,
and the main cornice of light-colored granite, The
first story and basement, however, are of solid
granite blocks, bonding alternately through the
whole thickness of the piers, in courses 2 feet 2
inches high, Horizontally the elevation is divided
by boldly molded string-courses at various levels.
The first is on the level of the first story tloor,
and the second on the levgd of the see-
ond story, above which t brick work
beging. The three following stories are then bound
together by a continuous molding, which forms at
the same time the window sills of the fifth stor”
The next three are likewise brought together, belas
closed up by the seventh story string-course. Tha
main cornice, containing the copper-lined gutter, i
at the level of the eighth story window sill.  The
eighth is a parapet story, showing already the divis-
ious of the large solid dormer windows which give
light to the ninth story. Between these windows
are small gutters collecting the roof water which
from Lere is conducted by short square leaders to
the main gutter.  All this work is made of heavy
sheet copper fastened with solid bronze vrnamcnts
to the stone or brick-work. This arrangement bus 3
very pleasing effeet, being carried out with great
tuste and ingenuity, and forms an agreeable conirast
to the ordinary cornices of galvanized iron or othes
imitations of reality.

Perpendicularly, the front is divided by largs
piers, which are the principal supports not only of
the frout walls but also of the iron floor-benms of the
interior. In the first story these piers are couneeted
with each other by buge arches of solul granita
blocks, those next to the corner and over the main

ntrance bonding through the whole thickness of the
wall, which is here 5 feet 2 inches, The arches carry the
smaller piers dividing the windows in the upper
storiea. The joints of the arch-stones aro filled with
molten lead, thus preserving an equally distributed
pressure upon the whols area of the joint

S0 far as known they are the only arches
in the country thus set. As mentioned
above, the front piers from the level of the
second story are built in brick work, being faced
with the finest dark red Baltimore pressed brick,
every other course of which is a header course, 8o thas
the facing is bound thoroughly together with
the inside masonry. The facing and the inside
were built up simultaneously and in level courses—
hitherto an unusual mwode of construction. Through-
out the elevation thedepth from the face of the main
piers to the sash frames is 2 foeet 2 inches, the piers
taking lalf this depth and the real window reveal |
the other half. This arrangement gives an uncom-
monly light and cheerful aspect to the front; and
auother very happy cffect has been produced by the
introduction of geometrical figures of black brick,
making a tine contrast with the deep red, The bricks
were laid with all possible care and neatuess, the
men working from the outside on platforms of a
peenliar and ingenious construction, and the working
drawings were so minute as to shigw the position of
every brick in a course. The main piers are con-
pected again with each other under the tifch story
string-course by lurge segmental brick arches which
bind through the entirethickness of the wall, apd wre
desigued to relieve the smaller piers below from uny
overpowering weight., These arches start from sodid
granite skewbacks, resting on the carved caps of the
large piers. They are of the same span as thuse of
the tirst story (about 16 feet), and inclose three win-
dows of the upper stories, At this level, which is
about the hight of most of the surrounding livuses,
begins the projection of the lofty tower. It restas
upon two large granite corbels, binding deep into
the tower side walls, and borne down at the nner
ends with the whole weight of the tower, Each of
these stoues projects 2 feet G inches, is 11 feet loug,
and weighs 10 tons. The division of the windows
in the second, third and fourth stories is carried
through the entire front, including the dormer win-
dows. In the seventh story the small piers are faced
with dark polished granite columns, with boldly
carved capitals and bases. The main cornice ia
formed of a 10-inch granite shelf, projecting 2 foet
4 inches beyond the face of the wall below, and
resting on gramite corbels, binding through the wall,
The facing of the main gutter which rests on this
cornice is also of molded granite. The ¢ighth story
has between its groups of windows granite mullions,
the same as the large dormer windows, The latter |
are 24 feet high and 16 feet wide.

Ou the front of the tower, 150 foet above the side
walk, is a granite balcony from which the National
flag will be displayed on special occasions. At the
level of the ridge of the roof, the tower, hore 17
feot square, is again corbelled out with vourses of
granite, and above this point is an illumizated
clock, with four dials 12 feet in disweter. Do
sides the ground glass face each dial has an ex-
terior circle of grunite on which the hours are cut.
Iinmediately over the clock, on each of the four
sides of the tower, appear the words THE TRIBUNE
cut in letters 2 feet 6 inches long on granite
blocks. The spire consists of an iron frame-work,
anchored by heavy iron bands to the gravite courses
16 feet Lelow, and covered with slate. The roof of
the main building is an enormous iron framework
with slate covering and & lining of fire-proof con-
crete blocks.

The architect has been remarkably successful in
giving an appearance of lightness and variety to this
immense front of masoury, and he has solved the
problem without resorting to the common device of
“architectual iron work,” or adding a single decors-
tion merely for display., Every omament has its
uses ; the position of every stone is dictated by the
necvasitiea of construction ; and the whele work ex-
hibits the overruling infl of & !

It presents, therefore, what comparately few Ameri-
can buildings do show, a strict architectural design.
STRENGTH OF T'E BUILDING.

The unusual thickness of the walls was 8 common
subject of remark during the progress of tho build-
ing, fow realizing until the structure was far sl
vanced what an immense weight the masonry hsd
to sustain. The tower walls, runming back 14 fect
from the front of the edifice, are 6 feet thick st the
bottom, diminishing by degrees to 3 foet 4 inches as
the corbelling Lelow the clock. The front walls of §
the main builaing are O feet 2 inchey thick at the

see Twelllh & nae




